
 

The Lamp is the name of the Mother of Light Center (MOLC) newsletter.  The name, linked to 

the word of God, brings light on our paths.  It represents life, hospitality, and guidance for the 

mission, and our hope for our guests and ourselves (volunteers, benefactors, friends) as we em-

brace “no us and them — only us”. 

The Lamp 
September / October 2021 
 

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”  
Ps.119: 105  
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Inside this issue of The Lamp:  
•MOLC Activities 

•Upcoming Events 

•MOLC by the numbers 

•Message from the Chair 

 MOLC Activities: 

 
The Sewing School Program is designed to teach sewing and 
business skills to low-income, immigrant women. Learning 
these skills will enable them to earn more money, provide for 
their families, and move closer to self--sufficiency. This 12 –
week pilot is training 5 women from our community. Successful 
graduates will be given a sewing machine to continue their 
work and grow their business. 

Volunteers Needed! 
Dear friends, thank you for your support of the  Mother of Light Center over these challenging months 

during the COVID pandemic! Without the help of donors and volunteers we could not fulfill our mission. 

We are undergoing a turnover of volunteers and need to increase our team to continue serving our     

community. 

Please prayerfully consider volunteering a few hours of your time, even if only once a month. We need 

arms that can carry boxes and bags and help restock our shelves. On Tuesday mornings we need help  

unloading food from the Capitol food bank truck. 

Volunteers who can speak Spanish would be enormously helpful in our 

mission.  

Please use the signup genius link to volunteer:  

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10c0c4fa5af2ba6f9c07-

At MOLC Sewing School we had an 
awesome surprise on September 
4.  Deacon Gerard came to visit. He 
encouraged the students, prayed 
with them and blessed them (center 
photo). The participants then cut and 
sewed a stocking (right photo).  We 
have great teachers and great       
students.  

“God has no body now but yours, no 

hands no feet on earth but yours… “ 

(St. Teresa of Avila) 

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10c0c4fa5af2ba6f9c07-volunteer
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MOLC Activities: 

MOLC’s Reach for the Stars Summer Program 
for children ages 5 to 10 began on July 12.  It 
was exciting to see the receptivity of the  
children to the different activities.  Father 
Christensen, St Rita’s new pastor, stopped by 
to welcome the children, said a prayer and 
blessed them (center photo below). How 
blessed we are to see the youth teaching the        
children.  

This 12-week long program is a partnership 
between MOLC, St. Rita Catholic Church, and 
St. Stephen and St. Agnes High School. The 
program includes prayer, team sports, arts 
and crafts, reading, and more. 

Feedback from the parents has been over-
whelmingly positive. 100% of parents said 
the program was fully successful at having 
their children relax, have fun, and gain skills 
to help them through the school year. 

On July 16, Mother of Light Center 
celebrated the feast day of our Lady 
of Mt Carmel with great joy.  Our  
Lady of Mt. Carmel was placed in a 
beautiful altar surrounded by flowers 
under a canopy (center photo).  
About 40 families and volunteers 
gathered to pray and have Father 
Christensen bless and impose the 
Scapulars (right photo).  

Each child takes a book home with his or her name on it.  
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On July 12, MOLC volunteers took the 
market to the families. They were 
able to choose their food preference. 
From coffee, pasta, broth to flowers 
and everything in between.             
Everything goes.  It was really hot, but 
it did not seem to matter. A total of 
50 families (167 household members) 
were served.  

 
MOLC Activities: 

MOLC  Outreach by the Numbers:  

Month # Deliveries Lbs of Food 

January 2021 782 43,664 

February 817 43,455 

March 792 77,592 

April 933 131,771 

May 1,162 50,596 

June 1,154 43,676 

July 1,039 46,761 

August 1,133 38,957 

2021 YTD 7,812 476,472 

 
September: 
Starting the winter gear clothing drive. We will be 
reaching out to parishes and individuals for coats, 
scarves, hats, and gloves for men, women, and 
children. Distribution in mid- to late November. 
 
October: 
Marian activities to highlight the month of the ro-
sary, including a procession in the neighborhoods 
we serve. 
Starting the Christmas gifts drive.  Parishes and 
individuals can participate in this very popular pro-
gram.  Our goal is to distribute gifts to 400 families 
this year. 
 
November: 
Thanksgiving meal deliveries.  Volunteers will be 
needed to help us coordinate the assembly and   
distribution of meals to families in the area. 
 
Anyone wishing information on these projects can 
contact us at motheroflightcenter@gmail.com  

 

On Sept 4, the Saturday team prepared 
over 80 Food bags for delivery in          
Arlington and Quaker Lane, Alexandria 
(left photo).   

At the Clothing Corner, children happily 
received school supplies (right photo). 

 Upcoming Events: 

mailto:motheroflightcenter@gmail.com
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Michele Islas 
Erin Murphy 
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Rev. Fr. Matthew Zuberbueler  
Newsletter Editor: 

Mary Wozniak  

Mother of Light Center, P.O. Box 1482, Falls Church, VA 22041  
Contact us at:  motheroflightcenter@gmail.com   For more information visit: 

www.motheroflightcenter.com  
MOLC is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt, not-for-profit, charitable organization, registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
A financial statement is available upon written request from the VA Office of Charitable and Regulatory Programs. 

With a coordinated approach, the assistance of volun-
teers and others in the community, Mother of Light 

Center is dedicated to love and serve men and women 
who are poor, needy, and homeless.  We provide spiritu-
al support, encouragement and information they need by 
establishing relationships.  We help them identify their 
talents and potentials, redirect their lives, find jobs and 

permanent housing, and most importantly,  
discover how much God loves them.   
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Dear Friends, 
 
On September 5, we celebrated the feast day of St. Teresa of Calcutta and how much she inspires us daily at the Mother of 
Light Center.   
 
One of my favorite St. Teresa quotes, and the one that I think hits closest to our mission, was given while Malcolm          
Muggeridge was interviewing her.  He asked her if she thought our modern way of looking for a collective solution for     
troubles was correct.  Saint Teresa replied, “To us what matters is an individual.  To get to love the person, we must come 
in close contact with him.  I believe in person to person – every person is Christ for me, and since there is only one Jesus, 
that person is the only one person in the world for me at that moment.”   
 
We have always sought the individual in our work, looked for a solution to fit that individual, tried to ease that person’s 
troubles.  Sometimes, it’s a kind word and a smile.  Sometimes, it’s help with paperwork, doctor’s visits, clothing, or food.  
Always, it’s the same goal:  to meet Christ in the person, to see Christ’s face unveiled. 
 
We’ve been so incredibly blessed by our supporters and our volunteers, all crucial to meet our mission.  As you see in this 
issue, we are facing a severe lack of volunteers.  Many of our stalwart volunteers have left for a variety of reasons.   
 
We ask our readers to prayerfully consider our mission and see if you can spend some time in service to individuals in 
need.  As part of the Mystical Body of Christ, we’ve each received gifts unique to our position in the Body, with graces that 
equip us for our work within the Church.  I can guarantee you that your time or talent would be used well. 
 
With the continued support and prayers of our volunteers and donors, we will keep meeting the  needs of the families we 
serve. Please continue to keep us in your prayers and know that you are in ours.  
 
God bless you and keep you safe, 
Beth Currier 
Mother of Light Center Chair 

Message from the Chair: 
 

http://www.motheroflightcenter.com

