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“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”  
Ps.119: 105  
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The Lamp is the name of the Mother of Light Center (MOLC) 

newsletter.  The name, linked to the word of God, brings light 

on our paths.  It represents life, hospitality, and guidance for 

the mission, and our hope for our guests and ourselves 

(volunteers, benefactors, friends) as we embrace “no us and 

them — only us”. 

“God has created me to do him some definite service; He has committed 

some work to me which he has not committed to another. I have my mis-

sion; I never may know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I 

have a part in a great work; I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection 

between persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall do good, I 

shall do His work; I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my 

own place, while not intending it, if I do but keep His commandments 

and serve Him in my calling.”                        Saint John Henry Newman 

As this issue of The Lamp was just beginning to be put together, we had the pleasure of following many 

programs about and the canonization ceremony of John Henry Cardinal Newman.  What a happy occasion 

to see this great man officially recognized as a saint. 

 

St. John Henry Newman was a 19th century theologian, poet, and prolific writer.  Originally an Anglican 
priest, he converted to Catholicism in 1845 and his writings are considered among some of the most im-
portant Church-writings in recent centuries, such as his writings on conscience. 

St. John Henry Newman’s exploration of faith, depth 
of personal courage, and intellect made him a deeply 
devoted follower of Christ. While justifiably celebrated 
for his mind; his ministries, especially among the poor, 
makes him a model for us and challenges us to keep 
Christ close, especially in our modern world. 

Inside this issue of The Lamp:         

•MOLC activities 

•Recommended reading from our spiritual director 

•Message from the Chair 



 
 

 
 Amazon Smile 

In time for Christmas!  MOLC Gifts  
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AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way to sup-

port Mother of Light Center every time you shop, at 

no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, 

you’ll find the same prices, selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the pur-

chase price to Mother of Light Center!   

To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to 

smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your 

computer or mobile device.  Tens of millions of prod-

ucts on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You 

will see eligible products marked “Eligible for Ama-

zonSmile donation” on their product detail pages.  

You can use your existing Amazon.com account on 

AmazonSmile.  On your first visit to AmazonSmile 

smile.amazon.com, you need to select Mother of 

Light Center to receive donations from eligible pur-

chases before you begin shopping. Your selection 

will be remembered, and then every eligible purchase 

you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a dona-

tion.  

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 

purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile pur-

chases.  From time to time, they may offer special, 

limited time promotions that increase the donation 

amount on one or more products or services or provide 

for additional donations to charitable organizations. 

Special terms and restrictions may apply.  

To make it really simple, you can use the link below 

which will take you directly to supporting Mother of 

Light Center on the shopping site! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-1635879 

There is still time to get some great gifts and support the Mother of Light Center!  Simply email us at  

motheroflightcenter@gmail.com to place an order.  Please include your phone number, and we can arrange 

for delivery in time for Christmas morning. 

16 oz. MOLC Travel Mug .  With 

a picture St. Teresa of Calcutta on 

one side and the MOLC logo on 

the other.  Add some cocoa or cof-

fee packs to make a great teacher’s 

gift.  And get one for yourself to 

make sure you’re traveling in good 

company!  $10.00 

MOLC Christmas  

ornament.  Beautiful 

goldtone with lovely 

blue center.  Limited 

number available.  

$15.00 

Lovely pendant with Our Lady of Fatima on 

the front and the words Mother of Light Cen-

ter on the back.  The pendant comes with an 

18”chain.  22K gold.  $20.00 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
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Fall and Winter Activities  

Throughout the Winter Months 

November 

December 

Cold Gear Drive    In preparation for the upcoming winter, Mother of Light Center is accepting dona-

tions for the poor and homeless men and women in our area.  We are seeking individual donations, and 

would be grateful for volunteers that could arrange drives in their own parishes.  The items we need most 

are shoes and boots (for children, men, and women), winter coats (for men), sleeping bags, backpacks, and 

underwear (for men - in larger sizes, especially).   

 

We will distribute items to the area’s needy families and homeless persons on an ongoing basis in Novem-

ber and December. 
 

 

 

Thanksgiving Food Distribution  MOLC is currently serving over 90 families in need in the Northern 

Virginia area, primarily Alexandria.  Many of these families don’t have adequate kitchens to prepare a tra-

ditional Thanksgiving meal.  For our first Thanksgiving since opening, we will provide the families with 

full Thanksgiving meals, ready to serve.  We have a great need for volunteers to cook turkeys, pies or other 

dishes; people to assemble packages of non-perishable food on Saturday, November 23; and drivers to 

deliver the food on Wednesday, November 27.  Many hands make light work, so we hope you’ll consid-

er volunteering for this ambitious and much needed project. 
 

 

 

Christmas Gift Project  To address the need that is so sorely felt during Christmas, we will distribute 

gifts to all the children of the families that we serve.  Families will be able to choose wrapped gifts for their 

children.  All gifts will be broken down by sex and ages.  The gifts will be distributed at the Mother of 

Light Center.  This would be an ideal project for a parish, and as always, individual donations are much ap-

preciated.  Our timeframe for the distribution is mid-December.  Please check out Facebook, our website 

at www.motheroflightcenter.com, or email us for more details or to volunteer at motherof-

lightcenter@gmail.com. 

Fall Volunteer Get Together  All MOLC volunteers - new or longtime, and 

those considering joining us - are encouraged to attend this event on November 

16 from 9am - 12pm at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, located at 1427 West 

Braddock Road, Alexandria, in the Trinity Room.   We’ll discuss ongoing projects 

and programs, and provide details on our fall and winter special programs listed on 

this page.  The need for volunteers is great, especially considering the upcoming 

holidays.   

 

RSVPs are not required, but are requested.  Please email us at motherof-

lightcenter@gmail.com for more information or to r.s.v.p.  

We hope you’ll be able to join us……... 
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Ongoing Activities  

For Homeless Men and Women & Day Laborers 

 

Bailey’s Community Shelter:  On the first Satur-

day of every month from 10am - 1pm.  Prepare 

and serve food. Distribute clothing, comfort bags, 

and snacks.  

 

Shirlington Pavilion (labor workers, men): On the 

second Friday of every month from 10:30am - 

12:30pm.  Meet at MOLC to prepare lunch brought 

in by volunteers. Take snacks, drinks, and comfort 

bags.  Serve, pray, and talk. 

 

Meade Memorial Episcopal Church:  On the third 

Tuesday of every month from 10am - 12:30pm. 

Distribute clothing, snacks and comfort bags.  Meet 

at MOLC and drive to the church. 

 

Mat Making in Partnership with American Heritage 

Girls: 4th Saturday from 2-4pm. Families, youths, 

and individuals receive training on how to create a 

sleeping mat for homeless men and women. 

 

Walking Outreach to Labor workers and homeless 

persons   

 

Flexible schedule. During the week usually on 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturday from  7:30 to 

9:00am.  Locations vary.  Serve sandwiches, 

drinks, pastries, and comfort bags. 

 

For the Poor and Needy in the Area 

 

Food Provisions Delivery:  All week days, includ-

ing Saturdays. Prepare the bags of food and deliv-

er them to families in their homes.  

 

Food Bank:  Every Monday from 7-10am. Pick-up 

food at Capital Area Food Bank in Lorton.  And 

stock food in pantry from 10am - 12pm. 

 

St Anne’s Women Group (poor and single mothers 

and children): On the first Saturday of every 

month from 4 - 6pm at St Rita’s Church.  Prayer, 

talk, activities, sharing, and serving dinner. 

 

Recommended Reading   

Reverend Father Matthew Zuberbueler 

Spiritual Director, Mother of Light Center 

Pastor, St. Anthony Catholic Church 

Irish military chaplain Fr. 
Willie Doyle, S.J., died in 
action during the Battle of 
Passchendaele on August 
16, 1917, having been hit by 
a German shell while rush-
ing to the aid of wounded 
soldiers trapped in No Man's 
Land. In To Raise the Fall-
en, Patrick Kenny introduc-
es readers to this remarkable 
man, whose faith, heroic 
courage and generosity in 
the trenches of World War I 
continues to inspire Christians and non-Christians 
alike. 

To Raise the Fallen incudes a selection of Willie 
Doyle's rich and vivid letters from the front, along 
with diary entries, prayers, spiritual writings and ex-
tracts from the pamphlets that made him a publishing 
sensation across Europe in the early years of the 
twentieth century. Fr. Doyle's compassion, cheerful-
ness and humility, alongside his great valor in war-
time, are a testament to his commitment to Christ. 
His final act of bravery epitomizes Christ's words 
that there "is no greater love than to lay down one's 
life for one's friends". 

Those who knew Fr. Doyle testified to his heroic vir-

tue. They witnessed his fearlessness in the face of 

enemy fire as he rescued the wounded, anointed the 

dying, and buried the dead. His letters home reveal 

both his deep faith and his great humor, even in the 

face of unspeakable horrors. His daily conquest of 

himself in little things, over many years prepared 

him for his selfless service on the battlefield. 

https://smile.amazon.com/Raise-Fallen-Selection-Spiritual-

Writings/dp/1621642569/ 



 
 Recent Activity Highlights 

(to the right) On Saturday, October 26, Father Gee, 

Pastor at St. Rita’s Church in Alexandria, baptized 

2 babies and 3 girls from the families we assist.  

MOLC held a reception afterwards.  It was a great 

blessing to help welcome these little ones into our 

Catholic family! 

(to the left) On Saturday, October 12, a new group of volun-

teers helped to prepare for the Cold Gear Distribution day.  

They assembled packs of hats, scarves, socks, and gloves. 

(above and to the right)  On Saturday, October 19, 

MOLC held a large distribution of blankets, hats, 

gloves, scarves, sweaters, and coats for the women 

and children we serve.  Approximately 70 families 

received warm clothing and coats.  Each family al-

so received a grocery bag filled with non-perishable 

food.   
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MOLC Board Members 

Matilde Alvarado  
Deacon Gerard Marie Anthony  

Dan Cotter 
Elizabeth Currier  
Marcella Hadeed 

Lawrence Holmes, Jr. 
Robin T.  Huddleston 

Leslie Murphy 
Rev. Fr. Matthew Zuberbueler  

Mother of Light Center, P.O. Box 1482, Falls Church, VA 22041  

Contact us at:  motheroflightcenter@gmail.com 

For more information visit: www.motheroflightcenter.com  
 

MOLC is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt, not-for-profit, charitable organization, registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
A financial statement is available upon written request from the VA Office of Charitable and Regulatory Programs. 

With a coordinated approach, the assistance of volunteers and 
others in the community, Mother of Light Center is dedicated 
to love and serve men and women who are poor, needy, and 
homeless.  We provide spiritual support, encouragement and 
information they need by establishing relationships.  We help 
them identify their talents and potentials, redirect their lives, 

find jobs and permanent housing, and most importantly,  
discover how much God loves them.   

Message from the Chair   
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Dear Friends: 

 

It’s with deep gratitude that I continue in Matilde 

Alvarado’s footsteps as the Chair of Mother of 

Light Center.  Gratitude to our donors, friends, advi-

sors and volunteers, but mostly to Matilde, who has 

shepherded MOLC from conception to daily opera-

tions.  These are big shoes to fill, but with our out-

standing Board of directors and much prayer, I look 

forward to continued growth and success for 

MOLC.  

 

“Follow the saints, because those who follow them 

will become saints.”  Pope Saint Clement I 

 

My thoughts are with the saints as I write this.  To-

day is All Saints Day, and though you might receive 

this after that glorious day, it’s very appropriate to 

keep our minds focused on the saints throughout the 

month of November, especially given that next 

month, so much of our thoughts and energy will be 

focused on Christmas.  Considering the saints, re-

flecting on their lives, praying for their assistance 

— all this is a wonderful way to get us in the mind-

set for celebrating the birth of our Saviour.  And 

what a birthday gift for Him, if we are able to turn 

our minds to living our lives for Him as the saints 

did! 

 

Mother of Light Center has four very powerful pa-

tron saints:  Saint Teresa of Calcutta, Saint Martin 

de Porres, Saint Louis, and Saint Elizabeth.  We are 

also very blessed to have three very special relics in 

our chapel altar:  Saint Thomas Aquinas, Saint Ma-

ria Goretti, and Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton.  It is a 

powerful army of assistance and guidance!  Along 

with the constant intercession of Our Blessed Moth-

er, these saints watch over us and play no small part 

in our work.  We are inspired by their example and 

strengthened by their prayers. 

 

“Be often reading the lives of saints for inspiration 

and instruction.”        Saint Philip Neri 

 

Please remember to keep the Mother of Light Center 

in your prayers.  And be assured that all our friends 

and supporters are in ours daily. 

 

God bless you,  

 

Beth Currier 

Mother of Light Center Chair 


